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Filling 


the void 


The LBSU softball 


team is in search 
of a replacement 
for Erin 
Jones-Wesley. 


By OscAR TERRONES 
Sports Editor 


Coming off one of the best sea- 
sons in school history, the Long 
Beach State softball team enters 
2015 with a glaring void at the 
top of its rotation following the 
graduation of right-hander Erin 
Jones-Wesley. 

In her four years, Jones-Wesley 
established herself as one of the 
best pitchers in school history. 
She finished her career as the win- 
ningest pitcher at LBSU, but head 
coach Kim Sowder said the team 
has more than just Jones-Wesley’s 
departure to worry about. 

“We have six all-conference se- 
niors that we lost,” Sowder said. “I 
don’t think there’s any one player 
or two players that make this 
team. These players are just going 
to have to go out and compete to 
the best of their ability.” 

Among the six all-conference 
players who graduated are second 
baseman Cya Neal, third baseman 
Hannah De Gaetano and catcher 
Sarah Carrasco. Carrasco joined 
Sowder’s coaching staff this year 
as an undergraduate assistant 
coach. 

“We've lost a lot of great play- 
ers in this program,” Sowder said. 
“So I have to continue to reload 
and rebuild.” 

Jones-Wesley had a _ record- 
breaking season last year, becom- 
ing the school’s all-time leader in 
wins, strikeouts and appearances. 
She ranked in the top five in the 
Big West conference in wins, 
strikeouts and earned run aver- 
age. 

Last year, the 49ers primarily 
used only two starters the entire 
season. Jones-Wesley and now se- 
nior right-hander Amanda Han- 
sen combined to start all 58 games 
last season, with Hansen making 
13 game appearances in addition 
to her 26 starts. 

Hansen will be the team’s ace 
this year, and she proved last year 
that she is capable of being an ex- 
cellent starter. She went 19-8, the 
fifth most wins in Big West con- 
ference play, with a 3.73 ERA in 
163.1 innings pitched. 

The No. 2 starter role will be 
critical to the 49ers’ success, and 
right now it’s a mix of talented 
youth and inexperience. The 
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Ron Underwood preaches to students on upper campus on Monday on the grass near the University Bookstore. 


SHOUTING THE WORD 


A Chri stian Devout Christians and preachers sation with Underwood and Keith for California during the winter to preach 
Ron Underwood and Brother Keith, about 30 minutes. Fowler said Under- _ his message. 

preacher on who chose not to provide his last wood was yelling hate speech about “There's a lot of believers here too 

name, yelled at students Monday while Muslims and the gay community at and we've been able to have some good 

camp us preaching their message of God on the __ passersby. fellow ship and some mutual encour- 

received a lot of grass near the University bookstore. “Tf he truly loved God, he wouldn't be _ agement,” Underwood said. “I’ve been 

: “He was saying some really nasty that negative and throwing Bible quotes _ encouraged by what I’ve seen out here” 

attention from things,’ freshman communications ma- _ around,’ junior recreations major said Underwood and Keith said they 

b jor Austin Fowler said. “I walked over Josh Hunn after briefly speaking with would both be back on campus Tues- 

passers y- there and told him to stop yelling at | Underwood. “I don’t agree with how day. Underwood said California State 


some girl... because that’s not okay. Not _ he’s doing it, but if that’s what he feels University, Long Beach is his favorite 
ea ate ee upon anyone’ standards is it okay to yell _ is right, then that’s what is right forhim. | campus for preaching because of the 
By Mapison D’ORNELLAS at someone like that.” Underwood said he travels to CSU’s “good feedback” and “positive respons- 
Assistant News Editor Fowler said he engaged in conver- and other various schools in Southern —_ es” from students. 


Renters want more = sgeegteseste | 
= Last month he cashed my check on p O 
the 28th, and I was constantly check- FS 
protection 3G hance ars to make sure I Interpretation 


According to an article in the Long 
Beach Post, nearly 70 other support- 


Long Beach renters roaches in his apartment near Pacific _ers of protection and increased rights A CSULB art student uses 
are asking the city Coast Highway and Redondo Avenue _ for renters marched through down- perception and ambiguity 
to initiate programs for some time before he resorted.to town Long Beach on Jan. 20. Their to show an emotionally 

resolving the issue himself. march ended at city hall where they raw side in his senior 
for more rights. After living with cockroaches for shouted for Long Beach to adopt the a 

longer than he was comfortable with, | Rent Escrow Account Program. show, “Abstract Queer 

Waa NT an SOM ale SRLS Giauque said he wished he had an ad- REAP, used in other large cities Narratives.” 
By. BranpEN RAULSTON ditional right as a renter: like Los Angeles, is a program used 


Contributing Writer “{The] right to take care of issues to encourage the hasty resolution of OSs Ag Wheasd eae et ee 


Zane SEAT without written consent? Giauque  tenters’ complaints, according to the By Aiex toran 
said. “Especially because they make it Los Angeles Housing and Commu- Contributing Writer 


: so hard to get anything done” nity Investment Department. ———— 

a a ee oe ia Monica Gomez, a junior business According to the City of Los An- oon ie : 
Fd CSA ERO eT Ca management major at California eles website, tenants pay into = a 4 oe + ape (0) 
toi see HUD ahtee Weekes bar His pelt State University, Long Beach, said she escrow account when a landlord fails undays dim-lit eve- 
has had more than trouble with get- _ to bring a residence into compliance ning, a collection of 

problem had no solution except to ting repairs fixed. with city codes within the allotted wonder, indulgence and 
wait for the landlord. - “He never answers my calls, and time. The landlord receives those mystification was setting 
bee ee Sed Fae ee anytime I text him about necessary _ withheld funds when the issue is re- within the white walls of the Mari- 
Tanai ib ae Peis repairs he'll ignore me and reply days __solved. he ae ee git ba 

buildings 1 and 2. 
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RENTERS 


continued from page 1 


-solved. 

Greg Chen, a senior business ma- 
jor at CSULB, is a landlord in Long 
Beach. He said he supports the imple- 
mentation of REAP. 

“It would be much easier for the 
renters to get...necessary work done 
from the landlord,” Chen said. 

Chen said he can recall an instance 
when he admitted that a repair on a 
garage door at one of his properties 
took too long. He said he believes 
REAP would help renters speed up 
resolution of similar issues. _ 

Karin Ouk, a renter in Long Beach, 
said she had a landlord who never 
fixed anything she complained about. 
She said she was forced to pay out of 
pocket for necessary repairs and had 
money taken from her security de- 
posit for the other repairs she reported 
that were left unfixed. 

Ouk said she is not necessarily con- 
vinced REAP would be a complete so- 
lution for all renter issues. 

“Some repairs are more than what 
the rent is,” Ouk said. “[For] example, 
updating a bathroom might be any- 
where from zero to $10,000 depending 
what you doing and what repairs.” 

In serious situations California 
renters may deduct money from their 
rent to pay for repairs, abandon an in- 
habitable residence or withhold rent 
until a repair is made according to the 
California Department of Consumer 
Affairs. In all of these cases the renter 
could be taken to court and would 
have to prove their situation justified 
their actions. 

California law does protect ten- 
ants from retaliation from a landlord 
for exercising their lawful rights as a 
tenant. 

The CSULB website directs stu- 
dents to the Fair Housing Foundation 
for information on renter’s rights. 
The Fair Housing Foundation offers 
various workshops including ones for 
tenant’s rights. The calendar for these 
events is on their website where stu- 
dents can RSVP for the workshop as 
well. Students may also use the web- 
site to submit renting and housing 
questions that they need answered. 


Starting this school 
year, all students 
are required to 
complete sexual 
assault training 
annually. 


By MELITZA BELTRAN 
Contributing Writer 


Nearly 49 percent of California 
State University, Long beach students 
still need to complete the mandatory 
sexual assault “Not Any More” training 
program, Title IX Coordinator Larisa 
Hamada said. 

A deadline to complete the training 
has yet to be confirmed, but students 
can expect it somewhere between the 
end of February and the beginning of 
March. Title IX Coordinator Larisa 
Hamada said she recommends that 
students do it before the end of Febru- 
ary. 

The department of Equity and Di- 
versity will send students a courtesy 
email informing them of the upcom- 
ing deadline and the steps to complete 
the video weeks prior to the deadline. 

“We have to demonstrate that we've 
indeed met every student, we actually 
are requiring our students to do it? 
Hamada said. “Registration holds will 
be placed on students’ accounts, so 
they wouldn't be able to register” 

Once a registration hold has been 
placed, students must wait a full busi- 
ness day after watching the video be- 
fore the hold is lifted, Hamada said. 

She said that starting this fall, all in- 
coming students will have to watch the 
video. Hamada also said that returning 
students will also have to complete an- 
nual trainings. The program is man- 
dated as part of the Violence Against 
Women Act and the Campus Sexual 
Violence Elimination Act, which was 


adopted in March 2014. 

According to the whitehouse.gov 
factsheet, both acts seek to address 
the violence women face on college 
campuses by investigation and pros- 
ecution. The acts also require that all 
students take some type of training 
pertaining to violence awareness. 

The university is tracking video 
completions through custom built 
training accounts that are assigned 
specifically to each student, Hamada 
said. Student Success hosts the video 
and sending the completions back to 
the department of Equity and Diver- 
sity. 

The video is accessible on laptops, 
smartphones and tablets. It takes ap- 
proximately 40 minutes to watch and 
is composed of a series of testimonies 
and definitions. 

“We're finding that a lot of stu- 
dents don’t understand what consent 
means,’ Hamada said. “We talk about 
consent because students need. to 
know what their rights are and they 
also need to know what is and is not 
appropriate.” 

Hamada said “Not Any More” 
stresses that consent needs to hap- 
pen every step of the way, not just the 
beginning. Sexual assault doesn’t just 
cover rape, it covers everything that 
would count as sexual violence in- 
cluding stalking, domestic and dating 
violence. 

The university offers a variety of 
resources for students who have ex- 
perienced any form of sexual assault 
through the department of Equity. 
and Diversity, Hamada said. 

“Whatever the school is showing 
the students, that’s how the students 
are going to act,’ Lisa Vazquez, a ju- 
nior accounting-major said. “If the 
school shows that this is important, 
then the students themselves will find 
it important.” 

The CSU chancellor's office issued 
the new procedures. All 23 CSUs fol- 
low the same procedures and have the 
same definitions and legal thresholds, 
Hamada said. Complaints involving 
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CSULB enforces sexual assault training 


CSU Chico 
CSU East Bay 
CSU Fullerton 


CSU Lon 
Beach 9 


CSU Los 
Angeles 


CSU... 
Northridge 


CSU 
Sacramento 


San viedo State 
University 


San Francisco 
State | 
eee 


San teee State 
University 


Assault Rates 


None Reportep 


None Reportep 


None REporTeD 


TTTTTTT 


SOURCE: CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERITY CLERY REPORT 


both students and university employ- 
ees can be filed through the depart- 
ment of Equity and Diversity and are 
confidential. 

“Awareness needs to be spread,” Ja- 


KC Scuaper | Dairy 49ER 


cob Tighe, a sophomore computer-en- 


gineering major said. “Hopefully [after 
watching the video] people will respect 
other people's personal choices when it 
comes to sex.” 


“I used the school roommate 
finder to find my roommate, so 
it was very last minute. I love 
it. I live in Belmont Shore, so 
it’s really nice. It’s a little more 
pricey, but it’s worth it being in 


the area.” 


—Tina Truong, 


junior business management major 


Campus Voice 


Whar 1s YOUR LonG BEACH RENTING EXPERIENCE LIKE? 


“It was pretty brutal early on. 
There’s so many places, and it’s 
hard to know where the good ar- 
eas are and the bad areas are. My 
first place was in a bad part of 
town, but once you live here and 
you see what areas you like, it’s a 


“I lived in an apartment with just 
one person last year, and then I 
moved into an apartment with 
five people. I’m in the Beverly 

apartments, and they allow large 

groups of people to live there. It’s 
been good. We're allowed to make 


little bit easier to find something.” _ it our own and have parties, and 


no one really cares all that much.” 


—Josh Fernandes, physics graduate 


student 


— Emily Jones, sophomore art major 


“I think it’s a lot of work. You 
have to keep up with rent and 
do your stuff - pay for water and 
pay for everything. You have to 
keep an eye on everything, so 
you don’t mess up and they don’t 
send you a warning or anything.” 


—Saleem Al Tubi, freshman chemical 


engineering major 
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CSU 
Board of 
‘[rustees 
cracks 
down on 
student 
fees 


A new proposition 
attempts to raise the 
legal smoking age. 


By Amy PATTon 
News Editor 


As approved by the California 
State University Board of Trustees on 
Wednesday, student success fees will 


require a strict student vote in order 
to pass. 

Students will be allowed-to vote 
after the campus informs students 
about the uses, impact and costs of 
possible new charges, according to 
an article in the Los Angeles Times. 

CSU-wide chapters of the Students 
for Quality Education organization 
went to the Board of Trustees on 
Wednesday to challenge the way stu- 
dent fees are approved. 

At the end of the meeting, the 
Board of Trustees approved a limit 
on the use of controversial student 
fees. Twelve of the 23 CSU’s have im- 
plemented Student Success fees that 
range from $35 to $780 dollars a year. 
California State University charges 
$346 in Student Success Fees as of 
September 2014. 

“Cal State University students are 
tired of Chancellor White and Board 
of Trustees encouraging campuses to 
install new fees or increase existing 
ones,” SQE said via email before the 
meeting. “These fees are violating 
Governor Jerry Browns’ moratorium 
on CSU tuition and hinder students 
receiving an accessible public educa- 
tion in an institution that was once 
called the People’s University.” 

According to an article in the L.A. 
Times, Chancellor Timothy P. White 
led the SQE front at the meeting. 
The State Legislature has previously 
placed a moratorium on the approval 
of all new fees, and White is respon- 
sible for reviewing them. 

Students will also be responsible 
for voting on additions to fees al- 
ready in place, according to the L.A. 
Times article. Per the recent ap- 


proval, students may vote to retract 
fees that have been in place for six or 


more years. 

The article also said students must 
make a majority of campus advisory 
committees that decide how the fees 
will be spent. The new policy also 
states that annual fee reports must be 
available publically. 


California: 
Raising the 
STAKE! 


A new proposition 
attempts to raise the 
legal smoking age. 


Proposed to California State Legis- 
lature on Thursday, Proposition 151 
would raise the legal tobacco smok- 
ing age from 18 to 21 in California. 

This proposition, known as the 
Stop Tobacco Access to Kids Enforce- 
ment Act, would make California the 
state with the highest smoking age, 
according to an article on the Tech 
Times website. 

The article also said that Mary- 
land, Colorado, New Jersey and 
Utah have unsuccessfully tried to 
pass similar propositions in the past. 
As of August 2014, New York City’s 


Learn about Congress 


Expenses paid, while you 
earn up to 20 credits. 


smoking age is 21, according to NYC 
Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene. 

Sen. Ed Hernandez introduced the 
STAKE in order to establish various 
requirements for distributors and re- 
tailers in relation to “tobacco sales to 
minors.” 

The STAKE Act would extend all 
requirements to those under the age 
of 18, including accessibility and 
advertisements of tobacco products. 
The bill would allow the State De- 
partment of Public Health to conduct 
random inspections of tobacco re- 
tailers “with the assistance of persons 
under 21 years of age.” 

Because the bill would expand the 
scope of existing crimes, the propo- 
sition says that the bill would also 
create a state-mandated local pro- 
gram. As stated in the California 
Constitution, the state would be re- 
sponsible for reimbursing any local 
agencies and school districts for any 
state-mandated costs. The proposi- 
tion notes that there are no specified 
reasons detailed in the bill for reim- 
bursements. 

“We can no longer afford to sit on 
the sidelines while big tobacco mar- 
kets to our kids and gets another 
generation of young people hooked 
on a product that will ultimately kill 
them,” Hernandez said in a statement 
released on Friday. 

According to the Tech Times article 
online, the American Lung Associa- 
tion in California said nine out of ev- 
ery ten smokers began their smoking 
habits before they were 18. ALA Calli- 
fornia also states that 36,000 kids in 
California begin smoking every year. 


Follow the 
Daily 49er on: 


vn Tube 


facebook. 
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www.daily49er.com 
for more information 


by working in Congress! 


No matter what your major, if you’re an outstanding undergraduate student leader (junior or senior in 
fall 2015) with a strong academic record and a commitment to community or public service, apply now 
for a Panetta Congressional Internship. 


Each fall semester, the Panetta Institute for Public Policy, located on the beautiful Monterey Peninsula, 
provides selected California students an intensive two-week training course on the workings of the U.S. 
Congress, then sends them to Washington, expenses paid, for 11 weeks of service to a California 
member of the U.S. House of Representatives. While in Washington, you'll attend special seminars with 
government leaders, journalists and policy experts. And with the submission of an experiential journal 
and a research paper, you can earn academic credits at your school. 


For more about the program qualifications and application process, go to: 


-www.csulb.edu/students/news/panetta.htm 


he Panetta Intern Program 


Open to students at all CSU campuses, plus Santa Clara University and Dominican University of California. Must be a junior or senior in fall 2015. Apply through 
the CSULB Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs by noon on Monday, February 23, 2015. Your travel to and from Washington, along with 
housing expenses and a stipend, will be covered by the program. 
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Bush 


id your parents ever 

say you could be 

anything you want- 

ed when you grew 

up, even president? 
Well, if your last name happens to 
be Clinton or Bush, your chances are 
high. 

If and when former first lady and 
Secretary of State Hilary Clinton and 
former Florida Governor “Jeb” Bush 
decide to officially enter the 2016 
presidential race, it will mark the 
fourth instance during the past five 
election cycles in which a Bush and a 
Clinton vie for the presidency. 

Our last presidential election in 
2012 was the first time since 1984 
that. the names Bush and Clinton 
failed to appear at the same time on 
the presidential ballot. 

During a time when it seems 
many Americans are more capable of 
naming American Idol contestants 
than presidential hopefuls, it should 
come as no surprise to see these two 
very recognizable names, and fam- 
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The 2016 presidential race brings more of 
the same as American voters are seemingly 
duped by familial features and familiar names. 


BLAKE PINTO 


Contributing Writer 


ily political dynasties, become early 
frontrunners for their respective 
parties and the 2016 presidency be- 
fore they've even declared that they 
will run. 

We must question the status of 
America’s psyche, which allows two 
families to continue to seize our 
hopes, dreams and votes in a nation 
with more than 300 million people. 

These last names have evolved 
into major political brands, making 
it much easier for voters to identify 
with them and potentially making 
voters less aware of other presiden- 
tial candidates. During the grand 
and expensive marketing scheme 
that is political campaigning, name- 
recognition can be priceless. 

Some say that such famous sur- 
names may ultimately hinder more 
than help. 

Bush has his brother George's 
legacy to contend with — just two 
terms removed from departing office 
with an approval rating in the low 30 
percentile, according to Gallup polls. 
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The Clinton brand must retool from 
a failed presidential bid in 2008, and 
carefully dodge the memories of for- 
mer President Bill Clinton’s scandal- 
ous past. 

“There aré also burdens that 
come from these franchises,” David 
Axelrod, President Obama’s former 
chief strategist told The Washington 
Post on Dec. 16, 2014. “You're not a 
brand-new car. Even if someone else 
puts the dings in it, you're still driv- 
ing it.” 

However, the millions of dollars 
that the two titans will throw around 
during their campaigns are sure to 
help make these cars look brand 
new as both have strong ties to deep- 
pocketed donors, their own political 
action committees and family loyal- 
ists. 

The Koch brothers, kings of 
conservative donors, recently an- 
nounced their intentions to spend 
$889 million dollars on the 2016 
presidential race. 

Even Bush matriarch and former 


vs. Clinton, again? 


first lady Barbara Bush has found it 
odd that Americans seem so drawn 
to the two families. 

“If we can’t find more than two 
or three families to run for high of- 
fice, that’s silly,” Barbara Bush said in 
an interview with C-SPAN in early 
2014. 

Are we becoming lazy or comfort- 
able with what is familiar? Or do we 
truly believe that these two families 
embody the ideals of competing 
American politics over the past three 
decades. Do we even notice? 

So when these two familiar faces 
finally announce their intentions - 
and there is little doubt that both will 
be running for president in 2016 — re- 
member that America is more than 
just these two names; push through 
the onslaught of marketing and ad- 
vertising. 

Do your research and due dili- 
gence as an American citizen, and 
find out which candidate truly rep- 
resents you, no matter what their last 
name is. 
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Have you had any interesting experiences as a 
resident in the on or off-campus residence halls? 


Submit a written piece to Opedd49er@gmail.com! 
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OPINIONS 


CourTEsy OF KAREN SAWYER 
Junior journalism major Taylor Kempkes risks break- 
ing the law by skating at CSULB’s upper campus. 


BEACH TOONS 


Wait, Big Dum 
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Skateboarding should be 


bermitted on upper campus 


alking 
Califor- 
nia State 
Uni- 
versi- 
ty, Long Beach’s 

5,522,402-square-foot cam- 
pus can be tiring for the aver- 
age person—not to mention for 
a full-time student, trekking 
the whole campus every day of 
the week. 

Skateboarding is a popu- 
lar and convenient alternative 
means of transportation for 
students to get to and from 
class, yet a huge portion of the 
campus is off limits. Students 
should be allowed to use skate- 
boards, as well as other coaster 
devices, throughout upper 
campus. 

“T feel that [skateboards are] 
a necessity to many students to 
get around,” Lieutenant Rick 
Goodwin of University Police 


_said. “It’s great, but they need 


to adhere to the regulations to 
safeguard not only them, but 
the folks around them.” 

Two weeks ago, a student 


WWW.DAILY49ER.COM 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2015 


Skateboarding on campus gives CSULB 
students an easier way to get to class. 


Riva Lu 


Contributing Writer 


was skating on a mostly emp- 
ty sidewalk on upper campus 
when CSULB police officer 
Rodney Dickerson saw him 
and yelled for him to stop. 
The startled student fell off 
his board, stumbling to regain 
his balance. The only potential 
hazard on upper campus seems 
to be stemming from the au- 
thority figures. 

The police station located 
near the University Student 
Union provides pamphlets 
for campus policies on skate- 
boards, scooters, rollerblades 
and roller skates. The pamphlet 
shows marked areas displaying 
where students may ride freely 
on their boards, as well as pe- 
destrian-only marked zones 
suchas the hills on East Cam- 
pus Drive, West Campus Drive 
and all of upper campus. 

Failures and violations to 
abide by these rules may result 
in a citation (California vehicle 
code 21113(g)) and potentially 
a fine. 

“When I was living in the 
dorms, it was easier for me 


to use my skateboard to get to 
class,” said Soni Khorn, a third 
year international business ma- 
jor. “I kept in mind that pedes- 
trians have the right of way.” 

Khorn isn’t the only consid- 
erate skateboarder. 

“I feel like they’re usually 
mindful of other students,” said 
Cynthia Cao, graduating senior 
and health care administration 
major. “However, one time I did 
see a skateboarder and a bicy- 
clist crash into each other.” 

According to Lt. Goodwin, 
the number of accidents re- 
ported to the campus police 
department has been very 
minimal. So why can’t skaters 
get around on upper campus? 

“If one individual causes 
harm to another individual, 
there would be a legalistic 
stance like a traffic accident,” 
Lt. Goodwin said. “If a skate- 
boarder runs over someone 
and causes physical harm, the 
person who caused the harm 
could be held accountable for 
that.” 

The campus coasting device 


policy states that if a person 
riding a skateboard strikes 
anyone, they are liable for all 
medical expenses of that vic- 
tim and any damage done to 
the victim’s property. 

Skateboarding is » second- 
nature to many students at 
CSULB, and according to the 
handbook, skateboards are 
permitted because they help to 
reduce “reliance on motorized 
transportation and [promote] 
healthy exercise.” 

So take a negative carbon 
footprint, add several healthy 
bodies and subtract a very few 
hematomas, and you come 
up with the answer to all the 
CSULB skateboarder woes, 
free reign on upper campus. 

CSULB students have been 
able to cohabitate peacefully 
with one another, on and off 
the skateboard, and should be 
able to freely ride their boards 
around the entire campus. 


Riva Luis a junior majoring 
in journalism. 


Whoa, really? 


Like you wouldn’t 


The real tough part is standing 
up to get my paycheck out 


believe! Why don’t 
you come to work 
with me today? 


Sure do, Tiny Bear! 
I’m the head editor 
at Buzzfeed.com! 


Kat, do you 
have a job? 


Are there long 
hours? Is ita 
tough job? 


of the mailbox. 
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Peter Macaulay, a senior art stu- 
dent at California State University, 
Long Beach, included original draw- 
ings and paintings of CSULB stu- 
dents for this semester’s School of Art 
Senior Shows. 

Macaulay’s works consisted of a 
series of emotionally driven, abstract 
images and a self-portrait he said that 
was inspired by the old-fashioned 
“sassy artist look,” which he titled 
“Abstract Queer Narratives.” 

“It’s kind of like a secret,” Macau- 
lay said calmly. “People look at it, and 
they don’t really know what they’re 
looking at.” 

The paintings depict the artists’ 
experiences as if the viewer is peer- 
ing through a fuzzy glass that has 
been tinted with soft rays of color. At 
first glance, the pieces set off a sense 
of confusion, but a message slowly 
materializes upon further inspection. 

Macaulay said the paintings por- 
trayed certain events and experiences 
he had - events he kept secret as a gay 
adolescent growing up. 

Two of the pieces portrayed his 
first experiences with sexual experi- 
mentation as a gay man. They show 
disfigured, almost indistinguishable, 
human forms slumped over differ- 
ent backdrops. The background and 
the primary focus of the paintings 
remain inexplicit and open for in- 
terpretation. 

“{Through art], I was able to re- 
lease and express this pent up emo- 
tion,” Macaulay said. 


Peter Macaulay stands between his 
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“Abstract Queer Narratives” piece (left) and his self-portrait at the “title to gallery to come” on Monday. 


CSULB senior art student Jarand 
Abad met Macaulay in a life drawing 
class during freshman year. He said 
that Macaulay’s skill combined with 
his unconventional ideas is what set 
him apart from his peers. 

“If I had to say one word for it,” 
Abad said, “[Macaulay’s] work is a 
surprise.” 

One of Macaulay’s major influenc- 
es is Francis Bacon, who is known for 


ery in abstract and figurative art. 

“I don’t always work this way, 
sometimes I do abstract things, 
[while] other times I do more literal 
pieces,” Macaulay said. “I was defi- 
nitely channeling Bacon.” 

For as long as he can remember, 
Macaulay has been interested in art 
and drawing. 

“[Art] was something I always did 
and at some point in my life it kind of 
clicked,” Macaulay said. 


However, his path towards this 
dream was not without a bumpy 
start. 

Macaulay grew up in Santa Ana 
and was a high school dropout. He 
went back to school to receive his di- 
ploma at age 25 before enrolling in 
community college. 

Once he settled in at CSULB, Ma- 
caulay found himself with a group of 
artistic transfer students like himself 
with whom he formed a close bond; 


eventually, they formed a club called 
“The Shady Sketchers.” He said this 
week’s solo show was special for him 
because the works that filled these 
galleries were those based on his col- 
leagues whom he met as a transfer 
student in 2013. 

“Students get to experience the de- 
sign and space of a show which allows 
them to examine their work in full,” 
second-year art grad student Kiyomi 
Fukuii said. “The three-day time 


crunch [to prepare the exhibit] is also 
a good challenge.” 

Interpretation seemed to be one 
of the key elements in these works. 
Despite being bold and direct, there 
was an element of uncertainty in the 
paintings that left his audience to rely 
on their perception and imagination 
to decide the message themselves. 

Macaulay’s show will be show- 
cased until Thursday in the Marilyn 
Werby Gallery. 


his bold and emotionally raw imag- 


Shoegaze throws a sucker punch 


Title Fight’s third album 
“Hyperview” takes the 
post-punk quartet in an 
unexpected direction. 


Post-punk heavyweights Title Fight head 


By BrooxE BECHER 
Diversions Editor 


to a new corner of the ring, pulling out of the 
unexpected. 

Echoey tracks layered in sonic distortion, 
dream-like reverb and droning whirrs make 
up most of the Pennsylvania-grown four- 
some’s third album “Hyperview,” which is to 
be released on Tuesday. 

Title Fight’s sophomore album, “Floral 
Green,” branded a punk-rock label into the 
band, which started with their first release, 
“Shed.” Melodic time signatures with post- 
hardcore influences were cemented into their 
sound through tracks like “Secret Society” 
and “Numb, But I Still Feel It.” 

The band’s initial dabble into shoegaze 


was blatantly apparent in “Like a ritual” and 
in “Lefty,” which is arguably one of the best 
works of their career. 

After a two-year wait, it seems as if fans of 
their abrasive, guitar-driven brand are being 
sucker-punched into a complete turnover to 
the stark side. 

Title Fight’s sound has shifted immensely, 
and it’s still up for discussion whether it’s for 
better or for worse. 

Slow tempos and passive riffs lead into the 
first track “Murder Your Memory.” 

“Murder your memory / let it suffocate / re- 
duce,” vocalist and bassist Ned Russin punch- 
drunkenly slurs with about as much vim as 
one has after downing a bottle of Nyquil. 
“Circle back to sunny days / like a bird of prey 
/ subdue.” 

It isn’t until halfway through the album 
in the playful, instrumentally upbeat track 
“Rose of Sharon” that the mic swings full- 
time to vocalist and guitarist Jamie Rhoden, 
rotating from an inset library voice to the vin- 
dictive roar with which fans are accustomed 
to sympathizing. 

Title Fight’s struggle to get off the ropes lies 
behind establishing an individual tone from 
their predecessors. 

Within three tracks, the apparent identity 


crisis floats to the surface. Russin’s predomi- 
nant, mellow timbre is layered over Rhoden’s 
signature shout, leaving the two fighting for 
the melody in “Hypernight.” 

The instrumentals tune in and out of the 
droning sonic-soaked verses and choruses 
highlighting the band’s more traditional, in- 
sync riffs. 

Although effects like this have worked in 
the past for bands such as Dinosaur Jr., the 
virtuosity isn’t here to pull off anything ex- 
ceptionally great. 

The whirring melancholia in “Dizzy” reso- 
nate with the template already set forth by 
bands like Oasis, Moose, Slowdive and the 
Stone Roses. 

By the time the final track “New Vision” 
plays, listeners still may not be sure whether 
this is Title Fight or Jesus and Mary Chain. 

It will be interesting to observe how well 
the lax tracks translate into their live shows. 

Will “Hyperview” clear from their shows 
the floral green sea of raging, high-energy 
breakers in plaid and Converse, only to swell 
into a calm wading pool of complacent sway- 
ers in another LA-based attempt in reviving 
the Smiths? 

Title Fight’s latest release delivers a surpris- 
ing left-hook, but it’s by no means a haymaker. 


FACEBOOK 
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_“Hyperview” 
Island Records 
Released Feb. a 
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CAMPUS 
VOICE 


WHAT ARE YOU MOST 
EXCITED ABOUT THE 
UPCOMING SOFTBALL 

SEASON? 


“I’m not that really sporty, 
but I hope they do win 
against the other schools.” 


—Kimberly Cruz 
Freshmen, pre social work 


“I wanna see them win, and 

I wanna see them persevere 

and do a great job. I wanna 

see my friend Julia Lombardi 

out there representing home- 
town, SCV.” 


-TJ Huntington 
Sophomore, Kinesiology 


“Probably just having them 
give their all, I know they’re 
a really good team and they 
- always do well every year.” 


-Allison Troini 


Senior, Communication 
Studies 


The LBSU men’s basketball 
team minimized the use of un- 
derdog status for motivation. 


By OscAR TERRONES 
Sports Editor 


After a 69-53 home win against UC Santa Bar- 
bara on Jan. 17, senior forward David Samuels 
mentioned that head coach Dan Monson used 
every game’s point spread as a tactic for motivat- 
ing the team. 

The point spread the number of points that a 
team is favored to win or lose by in each game. 
For example, if a team is favored to win by four 
points, then they must win by at least four points 
to cover the spread. If a team is favored to lose 
by four points, it then must win or lose by three 
to cover. 

Ifa team is an underdog, then people are likely 
betting on them to lose, which was the case for 


__ the 49ers against Santa Barbara. 


“[Monson] lets us know what other people 
think,” Samuels said. “If we’re going to win up 2, 
3, 4 [points] or lose by 2, 3, 4 [points]. He let us 
know they had us losing by four [points]. We’re 
just trying to prove people wrong, man.” 

Monson was taken aback when asked after 
Monday’s practice about giving the team the 
point spread for motivation. 

“What point spread?” Monson said. “I men- 
tion that maybe once a year. I think I told them 
that one time. That’s not something we use.” 

When pressed on the subject, Monson decided 
to call over Samuels and have him clarify what he 
said. Monson asked Samuels when the last time 
the point spread had been mentioned was, to 
which Samuels was unable to remember. 

“Does that sound like every game?” Monson said. 

Samuels remained adamant about his coach’s 
strategy. After Monday’s practice, Samuels said 
Monson had told the team the point spread at 
least three times this season. He then turned to 
his teammates to help back up his claim. 

“Hasn't coach given us the spread for the game 
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LBSU guard Mike Caffey holds the ball against a Cal State Fullerton defender on Jan. 29. The Beach will take on UC Riverside on Thursday at home. 


4gers downplay point-spread use 


a few times this year?” Samuels asked senior 
point guard Mike Caffey, who responded with a 
blank expression and a firm “No.” 

Monson and Samuels’ teammates ended up 
getting a nice laugh out of the whole thing. 

Monson said the last time he gave the team 
the point spread was in the 2013-14 season at 
Nevada. He said he has done it once this year, 
but that he also told the team two other coach- 
es said they were going to lose at Irvine on Jan. 
8. 

“Last year [against Nevada], I told them it was 
a betting town,” Monson said. “These people do 
this for a living. They say you're going to lose by 
two. Who’s going to prove them wrong?” 

Although Monson downplayed the amount 
of time he tells the team the point spread before 
each game, he didn’t deny its significance or im- 
portance. 

The 49ers are playing their best basketball of 
the season. They are 7-1 since the start of Janu- 
ary, and their 6-1 record in conference shows 
they are only getting better as they get deeper 
into league play. 


FILLING THE VOID 
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team has eight new freshmen to go 
along with sophomore right-hander 
Christina Clermont, who is in her first 
year with the 49ers since transferring 
from Syracuse. 

Sowder said the team doesn’t have 
its starting pitchers set. She said she’s 
likely to try a three- person rotation, 
with senior right-hander Christian 
Carbajal taking the No. 3 role and the 
rest of the starters coming in as relief 
roles. 

Junior infielder Darian Tautalafua, 
who was the Big West Conference 
Freshman of the Year in 2013, said 
they are probably not going to be able 
to replace Jones-Wesley’s production, 
but that she was still confident in the 
team’s rotation. 

“Our pitchers this year are really 
good together combining in games,” 
Tautalafua said. “Christina Clermont 
and Selene [Polamalu] today in the scrim- 
mage, I think they're a really good pair. 
Amanda’s always good.” 


Sowder reiterated that she was confident in 
her team despite losing so much productiv- 
ity. She said she believes in all the newcomers 
and believes some are ready to make an im- 


LBSU ATHLETICS 


LBSU player Amanda Hansen talks with her coach Kim Sowder during a game. 


mediate impact. 


“Obviously,” Sowder said. “I recruit play- 


ers I believe can compete and win conference 
championships.” 


